Westminster United Methodist Church

165 East Main Street ® Westminster, MD 21157
www.wumecmd.org ® 410-848-8325 ¢ 410-876-2124

N
> Confirmation

- Sunday

April 12, 2026 e 10:30am
Easter 2

THANK YOU FOR REGISTERING ATTENDANCE VIA TEXT

Please text your FIRST/LAST NAME: 443-234-0806

Restroom use during worship - youth, especially, are encouraged to access private restrooms via the exit door, front left wall near the altar rail.

WELCOME Pastor Sue Shorb-Sterling
PRELUDE “Jubilation in C” Wayne Wold
* CALL TO WORSHIP Leah Hart, confirmand

Leader: We gather in the name of the risen Lord.

People: Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Leader/People: We gather as sisters & brothers of the resurrected one. Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Leader/People: We gather to share our faith and to worship God. Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Leader/People: We gather to proclaim the good news of Easter! Christ is risen! Alleluia!

* GATHERING PRAYER Gavin Watts, confirmand
God of the resurrection, we gather this morning as a community of believers. We come with joy
to greet one another and to tell again and again the amazing news:

Christ is risen!

Love is victorious over death!

You have given us new life in the name of your Son!
May our singing, praying, listening, and proclaiming be a testimony to the power of your love to
make us a new creation as a community of faith. We pray in the name of the risen Christ. Amen.



* OPENING HYMN “At the Font We Start Our Journey” TFWS 2114

1. Atthe font we start our journey, In the Easter faith baptized;
Doubts and fears no longer blind us, By the light of Christ surprised.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope held out and realized.

2. At the pulpit we are fashioned by the Easter tale retold
Into witnesses and prophets, by the power of Christ be bold
Alleluia! Alleluia! Faith proclaimed, yet still untold

3. At the altar we are nourished with the Easter gift of bread;
In our breaking into pieces, see the love of Christ outspread.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Life embraced, yet freely shed.

4. At the door we are commissioned, now the Easter victory’s won,
To restore a world divided to the peace of Christ as one
Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter’s work must still be done.

INTRODUCTION OF OUR CONFIRMANDS UMH 33
2025/2026 Confirmation Class for Baptism and Confirmation

For Baptism:
Leah Naomi Hart
Gavin Draper Watts

For Confirmation:
Leah Naomi Hart — mentor, Emily Gibbs
Addison Marie Lyle — mentor, Linda Wood
Gavin Draper Watts — mentor, Will Somers

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH UMH 34
Confirmands: | do. (to each of four vows)

CONGREGATIONAL REAFFIRMATION UMH 35
Congregation responds: We do.

Congregation responds: With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to
the example of Christ. We will surround these persons with a community of love and
forgiveness, that they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to
others. We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to
life.

* PASSING THE PEACE The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC “All Things Bright and Beautiful” arr. Martha Lynn Thompson
Dedicated to the memory of Jackie Cage.
Children of Hope Handbell Choir



KIDS’ TIME
STORIES THAT MATTER “This | Believe” Leah Hart, confirmand

PASTORAL PRAYER / COMMUNITY PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER (UMH 895)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM UMH 36-37
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

...Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised.

Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Tell of God’s mercy each day.

...and to make disciples of all nations.

Declare his works to the nations,
his glory among all the people.

... they may share in his final victory.

All praise to you, Eternal Father,
through your Son Jesus Christ,
who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns for ever. Amen.

BAPTISM
Those seeking baptism this day:

Leah Naomi Hart
Gavin Draper Watts

Addison (Addie) Marie Lyle—Reaffirmation and remembering her baptism

GOD’S WORD IS READ 1 Peter 1:3-9 Addie Lyle, confirmand
The word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

STORIES THAT MATTER “This | Believe” Gavin Watts, confirmand



HYMN & CONFIRMATION PRAYER “Holy Spirit, Come, Confirm Us”

1. Holy Spirit, come, confirm us in the truth that Christ makes known;
we have faith and understanding through your helping gifts alone.

Affirmation of Confirmands

2. Holy Spirit, come, console us, come as advocate to plead;
loving Spirit from the Father, grant in Christ the help we need.

Prayer: Leah Naomi, the Holy Spirit work within you,
Having been born through water and the Spirit
You may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. AMEN

3. Holy Spirit, come, renew us, come yourself to make us live;
holy through your loving presence, holy through the gifts you give.

Prayer: Addison Marie, the Holy Spirit work within you,
Having been born through water and the Spirit
You may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. AMEN

4. Holy Spirit, come, possess us, you the love of Three in One,
Holy Spirit of the Father, Holy Spirit of the Son.

Prayer: Gavin Draper, the Holy Spirit work within you,
Having been born through water and the Spirit
You may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. AMEN

UMH 331

STORIES THAT MATTER “What’s So Great About Being United Methodist” Addie Lyle, confirmand

RECEPTION INTO THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

As members of Christ's universal Church,

will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church,

and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries?
I will.

As members of this congregation,

will you faithfully participate in its ministries
by your prayers, your presence,

your gifts, your service, and your witness?

[ will.



COMMENDATION AND WELCOME

Members of the household of God,

| commend these persons to your love and care.
Do all in your power to increase their faith,
confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.

The congregation responds:
We give thanks for all that God has already given you
and we welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you
in the body of Christ
and in this congregation
of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant
faithfully to participate
in the ministries of the Church
by our prayers, our presence,
our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY “Spirit Song” arr. Carter
Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95
Offertory prayer

Compassionate and faithful God, you meet us behind locked doors and in the doubts we dare
not speak aloud. Like Thomas, we long to see, to touch, to know—and yet, by your grace, you call
us blessed for believing without seeing. Accept now these gifts we bring, signs of our faith, acts
of our trust. Use them to reach others still searching for hope, healing, and connection. Let our
giving testify to your Resurrection power and shape us into a community where wounds are not
hidden but held with love. In Christ, who breathes peace upon us, we pray. Amen.

Text your offering 844-307-2876; Give online at www.wumcmd.org; or Mail to:
Westminster UMC, P.O. Box 2316, Westminster, MD 21158-2316. Thank you.

CLOSING HYMN “Easter People, Raise Your Voices” UMH 304

SENDING FORTH
The God of all grace,
who has called us to eternal glory in Christ,
establish you and strengthen you
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
that you may live in grace and peace. AMEN.

POSTLUDE “A Festival Fanfare from Fourth Concerto” J.S.Bach
please be seated for the Postlude



CELEBIATING
CONFHIrMation

APTIL 12, 2026
and QUr BapTISM

ADDIC-BAPTIZED 4/1/2013




TODAY’S BULLETINS are given
to the Glory of God and

in honor of our confirmands:
Leah, Addie, and Gavin.

COVERED DISH & BIBLE TRIVIA EVENT

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, JUBILEE HALL following worship
Hosted by Fun Fellowship.

LET'S WEAR OUR CHURCH NAME TAGS

As we look toward Pastor Amanda’s arrival, let’s
get back in the habit of wearing our name tags.

Check the magnet boards in the narthex (on the
columns) for your tag. Contact Sherri if you need
a new church name tag: s.haines@wumcmd.org

BWARM GATHERING
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, OFFSITE

On April 25, some of us will be attending a
Baltimore Washington Area Reconciling Ministries
(BWARM) gathering in Frederick, 10am-12noon.

If you are interested in joining us to find out what
other churches in our area are doing, please
email Sharon Row, reconcilingchair@wumcmd.org.
We can carpool from the church.

STORIES THAT MATTER —

Easter Season Worship Series

The season of Easter is a time of embracing the
promise and hope of Resurrection. From
Confirmation Sunday on April 12 to Ascension
Sunday on May 17, we will celebrate stories that
matter, ancient stories that are woven into the
tradition of our faith which give meaning to our
stories of contemporary society. As the resource
asks, “How often do we worship and believe in
the idea of Christ’s resurrection without
expecting to witness real Resurrection in our
lives, our communities, and our world? “

Our response each week will be to share a story
from our lives of how we have experienced some
aspect of real resurrection in our lives, our
community, and our world. These will be
compiled to tell our congregation’s stories.

Week #2, April 12—please return this card to
church on April 19.

How did you come to faith? ...was it growing up in
the church, perhaps you said Yes to Jesus at a
Youth camp, or you were confirmed in the faith.
Share your/your family’s faith stories.

Week #1—if you missed last week’s card, please
pick-up a yellow Week #1 card in the narthex.

SPONSOR A BULLETIN

scan QR code or go to our website
worship links / bulletins-songs

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS—9am Education Hour
NURSERY—ages 2-4yrs—Nursery Room, ground level
PRIMARY—ages 4yrs-4th grade—Sunday School Tower
YOUTH—ages 5th-10th grade — Youth House

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST CLASS—NLIC room

ADULT DISCUSSION CLASS—Library room

MONTHLY 90+ BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate our nonagenarians and centenarians!
Apr 2 Mr. Donald L. Hicks
660 Gahle Drive
Westminster MD 21157

If we missed you, reach out to Sherri, s.haines@wumcmd.org

SERVICE NOTES INFORMATION BOX

Music: Ann Thompson, Organist

Slides: Bill Eckles

Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Sue Shorb-Sterling

Leading Worship: Rev. Dr. Malcolm Stranathan
Children of Hope Handbell Choir: Linda Wood, Director

ASL Interpreter: Bill Pond
AV/Slides: Bill Eckles

All music used in today’s service is podcast/streamed with permission
from either ONE LICENSE #731177-A or CCLI Licenses #627547 & #20216174.

Contact Kyler Brengle, Director of Music Ministries, for additional details, if needed.

Our Mission: “Changing lives through Jesus Christ to make a difference.”




BULLETIN PRAYER LIST

Our Church Family

Betty Ridgell Susan Harry

Arlene Hirtle Faye Rosier

Dick & Bonnie Clendaniel

Lily Clendaniel Long-term:

Heidi Trimmer Wayne Olson
Christy Swartzbaugh

In Military Service

Jonyae Curry, Army (our Youth Director)
John Sherouse, Air Force, Israel

(good friend of Pastor Malcolm & Jacki)
Alex Gray, Air Force, Ft. Gordon, GA
(son-in-law of Steve & Darlene Sadowski)
Jason Marusiak, Army, 82nd Airborne,
Fort Carson, CO (son-in-law of The Flinns)
Lance Cpl. Michael T. Spangler, USMC
(grandson of Faye Rosier)

REQUESTING PRAYER

e Online, www.wumcmd.org/prayer-requests.html

Our Family and Friends

(requests in the past two months)

Jack Anderson (father of Jacki Stranathan)

Amy Beauchamp (daughter of Charlotte Young)
Mack Demetrakis (great-grandson of The Parlamans)
Robin Watson (daughter of Fern Schmidt)

Elisa Galinaitis (family member of Teresa Shipley)
Joyce Bowman (mother of Jon Bowman)

REACH MINISTRY

Areyou a
church member in need of:

e Funeral Lite Fare
« Meals following recovery/mourning
e Transport to local medical appt’s

APRIL

Sue Thomas
(410) 917-3149

Brenda Tracy
(410) 215-6557

o Email Rev. Ken, k.humbert@wumcmd.org

o Email Pastor Malcolm, m.stranathan@wumcmd.org@%

« Call the church office, 410-848-8325.
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